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The state was visited during 20th-23rd February, 2009 for taking up the monitoring of RKVY scheme for the quarter ending 31st December, 2008.  During my visit I have met Director, Agriculture, Joint Directors and Chief Soil Conservator of the state and Punjab Mandi Board Officials, Chief Agriculture Officers of the districts and some engineering officials incharge of irrigation, etc.  Besides, discussing with the senior officers I have also visited several innovative/successful schemes implemented under RKVY in the State.

1. Administrative Arrangement


The Director, Agriculture is the nodal officer for implementation of RKVY, the Joint Director and his staff are assisting the Director for RKVY implementation at the state level.  At the District Level, the Chief Agriculture Officer and other allied sector officials located at the district are responsible for implementation of RKVY programme in their jurisdiction.

2. SLSC Meeting


In all, there are 5 SLSC meetings held in the state under the Chairmanship of Chief Secretary.  The latest meeting was held on 23-01-2009 to review the progress of projects undertaken in the year 2007-08 and 2008-09.  

3. Physical and Financial Progress under RKVY


During 2007-08, against an allocation of Rs.37.95 crores, a sum of Rs.34.15 crores (90%) was released which has been utilized.  The brief details of physical and financial progress is given in table-1.  


During 2008-09, out of an allocation of Rs.87.52 crores under RKVY scheme a sum of Rs.43.76 crores has been released to the state.  Out of this amount, Rs.3.80 crores has been disbursed for providing 10% balance funds for the completion of projects sanctioned during 2007-08 as per the instructions of Government of India letter dated 26-9-2008.  out of this amount 2.66 crores (70%) has been utilized.  The balance amount of Rs.39.96 crores has been disbursed to the implementing agencies for implementation of projects approved during 2008-09. As against this, about 23.85 crores (60%) have been utilized so far approved under the scheme during 2008-09.  The details  can be seen in table-2.


Hence, it can be inferred nearly 100% utilization of money for the projects approved during 2007-08 and about 60% of funds have been utilized so far for the projects approved during 2008-09.   It is expected that by end of 31st March, 2009 there will be 100% utilization of fund for the year 2008-09 as assured by the authorities.

Table-1

Physical and Financial Progress of Projects Under RKVY During 2007-08

 (Rs. in crores)

	S. N.
	Implementing Agency
	Funds released
	Expend-iture
	Remarks

	a)
	Setting-up of Agro-Service Centers
	5.00
	4.55
	142 sanctioned, 75 in operation

	b)
	Setting-up of Farmers Training Centers
	5.00
	4.96
	Building near completion

	c)
	Conservation of irrigation water for sustainable production
	4.00
	4.00
	2534 projects identified, work in progress.

	d)
	Reclamation of degraded soil in Punjab
	0.55
	0.55
	Work in progress, 300 hectares to be reclaimed

	e)
	Rainwater harvesting in Punjab
	4.00
	4.00
	59 structures completed, 
955 Ha benefited.

	f)
	Strengthening of Marketing Infrastructure in existing mandies
	11.11
	11.11
	Works near completion. 

	g)
	Establishment of Modern Diary Training and Extension  Centers 
	2.65
	2.38
	Construction of Building near completion.

	h)
	Provision of Mobile Laboratory for Feed and Milk

	1.25
	1.15
	One mobile lab equipped and being run on trail basis. Work on other mobile Lab. is under process.

	i)
	Incentive for Animal Insurance and Computer Chips
	1.08
	1.08
	Chips fitted in 7500 animals of 980 beneficiaries 

	j)
	Setting up of Residue Analysis laboratory 
	0.32
	0.28
	Renovation work near completion and orders placed for equipments. 

	k)
	Awareness Programme on Mastitis control
	0.20
	0.18
	500 Mastitis kits and 5000 refill packs purchased, testing in progress.

	l)
	Establishment of Fodder Seed Processing Units
	0.43
	0.38
	Work near completion 

	m)
	Processing of Turkey meat into value added meat products and popularization thereof
	0.06
	0.06
	Money transferred to GADVASU for R&D. 14000 turkey birds supplied to the farmers during the last four years. 

	n)
	Strengthening the FMD control programme 
	1.64
	1.47
	12.50 lac dosages of FMD vaccine purchased, work in progress.

	o)
	Strengthening of Existing Nurseries in Hoshiarpur and Ferozepur
	0.66
	0.66
	Work completed.

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	37.95
	36.81
	


Table-2 

Physical and Financial Progress of Projects Under RKVY During 2008-09
(Lac Rs.)

	S. No
	Name of the Project
	Total 

Outlay 
	Funds 

Released 
	Expen. up to 15th Feb, 2009
	Physical Progress

	i) c
	Wheat Seed replacement 
	1000.00
	770.00
	0
	About 1.5 lac quintal of wheat seed distributed.

	ii) a
	Agricultural Marketing Development Plan
	1000.00
	800.00
	800.00
	Work on modernization of mandies is in progress.

	iii) a
	Promotion of low cost Net House Technology
	1000.00
	-
	0
	

	iv) b
	Promotion of Citrus Estate In Punjab
	987.00
	600.00
	484.03
	Buildings completed, work in progress

	v) c
	To provide the plastic crates to improve the marketability of fruits and vegetables  
	500.00
	100.00
	0
	Tenders being finalized 

	vi) a
	Conservation of Irrigation water
	350.00
	276.00
	100.00
	Work in progress

	vii) b
	Rain Water Harvesting Structure
	100.00
	00
	0
	

	viii) a
	Processing of Turkey meat into value added meat products and popularization thereof
	0.75
	0.75
	0.00
	On-going project. Funds being transferred to GADVASU, research in progress.

	ix) b
	Strengthening the FMD control Programme in the State
	103.75
	50.00
	0.00
	On-going project, vaccines being purchased

	x) c
	Organization of Animal Shows for promotion of Livestock Sector in Punjab State
	100.00
	100.00
	100.00
	Animal Show organized at Mukatsar from 8th Jan to 13th Jan, 2009

	xi) e
	Strengthening of Fodder seed /livestock farms for the production of certified fodder seed
	98.50
	50.00
	0.00
	

	xii) f
	Improvement of animal housing
	1000.00
	299.00
	75.00
	50 animal sheds completed.

	xiii) d
	Strengthening of infrastructure for Quality and Clean Milk Production 
	190.00
	50.00
	0.00
	

	xiv) e
	Incentive for Electronic Chip and Insurance
	162.00
	50.00
	11.00
	On-going project, work in progress.

	xv) a
	Establishment of Model Fish Pond
	70.00
	30.00
	10.00
	Work in progress

	xvi) b
	Extension & Training Programme
	100.00
	20.00
	5.00
	Training camps being organized.

	xvii) a
	Strengthening of Agricultural Research
	700.00
	450.00
	450.00
	Funds transferred to PAU.

	xviii) a
	Development and dissemination of Technologies.
	500.00
	350.00
	350.00
	Funds transferred to GADVASU

	
	                             Grand Total
	8752.0
	3995.75
	2385.03
	


4. Status of C-DAP and State Agriculture Plan


The draft C-DAPs of all 20 districts in the state were prepared and discussed with the stakeholders namely farmers and the Farmer’s Interest Groups (FIGs) constituted under ATMA, scientists of KVK and State Agriculture University along with experts from the line departments Punjab Agriculture Management Extension Training Institute (PAMETI) has been selected as Technical Support Institutions for preparation of these plans as per C-DAP format.  For this purpose, a sum of Rs.70 lakhs has been disbursed to the institute.  The DPCs are likely to be constituted in next one or two months and the C-DAPs will be put up to these committees for approval.  The final approved C-DAPs are likely to be ready May, 2009.  However, on the basis of draft C-DAPs, the State Agriculture Plan has been prepared for the Eleventh Five Year Plan.  To have intensive consultation on the report of C-DAP, the department is evolving a format to have consultation with Panchayats at different levels before it put to the DPCs at the district level.  This process is now going on.  Further, a meeting was held involving all Deputy Commissioners and other relevant departments during December, 2008 under the Chairmanship of Chief Secretary, Punjab with a direction to discuss the C-DAP with the stakeholders, get the approval of DPC and forward it to the Agriculture Department.  It is proposed that PAMETI, Ludhiana should be involved as a TSI to impart training to the stakeholders, staff and DPC members.  It was also decided to constitute the District Agricultural Planning Unit (DAPU) and Block Agricultural Planning Unit (BAPU) for consultation and finalization of C-DAP.  A suggestion was also made in this meeting to include elected members of panchayat institutions in the DAPU and BAPU.  For finalization of C-DAP, a sum of                 Rs.5 lakhs per district will be distributed.  The committee has approved Rs.1.20 crores for this purpose.   

Gains in Productivity and Production under RKVY


The productivity and production gains cannot be ascertained at this stage as the RKVY scheme is being implemented in the State during the last year.  However, the farmers are benefited through the projects undertaken under the scheme i.e. providing high cost agricultural machinery on custom hire basis has reduced input cost of cultivation, enhancement in productivity in the areas covered under rain water harvest technology, conservation of ground water by providing subsidy on resource conservation technologies, modernization of agriculture mandis, enhancement in productivity in live-stock sector through improvement in animal health, animal housing etc. along with strengthening the agricultural research. Beside this, the farmer’s are also educated regarding latest production technologies adopted in dairy, fishery and crop production.   

Observations

· Out of the Rs.34.15 crores released by GoI during 2007-08 nearly 100% has been utilized.

· For the year 2008-09, out of Rs.39.96 crores released by GoI about 60% of the funds has been utilized.  The officials assured that there is 100% of utilization of funds will be achieved by end of March 2009.  

· The draft C-DAPs of all 20 districts in the state were prepared and discussed with stakeholders namely farmers and farmer’s interest group constituted under ATMA, scientists of KVK and State Agriculture University along with the experts from line departments. 

· To put these reports into C-DAP format, Punjab Agriculture Management Extension Training Institute (PAMETI) has been selected as technical support institute to finalize the C-DAP report as per the C-DAP format. For this purpose, a sum of Rs.70 lakhs has been given to the institute.   

· The DPC are likely to be constituted in next one or two months and C-DAPs will be put up to these committees for approval.  The final approved C-DAP is likely to be ready by May 2009.  

· On the basis of draft C-DAPs the State Agriculture Plan has been prepared to be implemented during the Eleventh Five Year Plan.

· To increase the intensive consultation on report of C-DAP the department is evolving a format to have consultation with Panchayats at different levels before it is put up to DPCs.

· A meeting was held during December 2008 for all Deputy Commissioners of the districts and line department heads under the Chairmanship of Chief Secretary with a direction to discuss C-DAP with the stakeholders and get the approval of DPC as early as possible.  

· It has also been decided to constitute District Agriculture Planning Unit (DAPU) and Block Agriculture Planning Unite (BAPU) for consultation and finalization of C-DAP report.  In these committees besides agriculture and allied sector departments elected members of panchayat are to be included.

· To finalize the C-DAPs, a sum of Rs.5 lakhs per each district has been distributed for the purpose.

· The productivity and production in the gains cannot be ascertain at this stage as the RKVY scheme is being implemented in the state since last two years.

· However, it is observed the farmers are benefited through projects undertaken under the scheme providing high cost agricultural machinery on custom hire basis which has reduced input cost of cultivation, enhancement in productivity is observed in the areas covered under rain harvest technology, conservation of ground water by providing subsidy on resource conservation technologies. 

· Modernization of agriculture mandis/markets has also been benefiting the farmers.

· Enhancement of productivity in livestock sector through improvement in animal health, better feeding practice and animal housing, etc has been observed.

· Besides this, the farmers are also educated and trained regarding latest production technologies adopted in dairy, fishery and crop production.

· Underground Pipe Irrigation System has helped the farmers to increase their production in the saline affected areas particularly in southern parts of Punjab.

· During the field visit, the team has visited site of marketing infrastructure which will definitely benefit the farmers.

· The community underground pipe irrigation system in southern part of Punjab (which are affected by the saline water) has helped a lot to the farmers in increasing their production in cotton and paddy crops.

· Setting up of Integrated Farmer’s Training Center (at Abdul Khurana in Muktasar district of Punjab) involving agriculture, diary, fishery, horticulture and soil conservation departments is noteworthy step in convergence of efforts of all departments involved will help in imparting the farmers in crop diversification in the areas affected by salinity of the soil.

· Best Practices documented in the area of strengthening and  development of marketing infrastructure  by providing cement concrete proof auction platform as well as providing plastic crates in subsidized rate to fruits and vegetable farmers.  Further, providing Underground Pipe Irrigation System in saline affected area and setting up of Integrated Farmer’s Training Centre  are few examples which will help in increasing agriculture production and productivity in the state.

Monitoring of Best Practices / Innovative Schemes in Punjab

Ending 31st December, 2008 (visited during February, 2009)

I. Strengthening of Agriculture Marketing Infrastructure under RKVY


There are about 5000 mandi centres of various categories are in existence in 12000 villages of Punjab.  These marketing centres have been variously categorized as principal marketing yard, principal rural marketing yard  and focal points.  These centres are the backbone of the agriculture economy of Punjab.  The Punjab Marketing Board has submitted project proposals of about 60 crores under RKVY for strengthening the marketing infrastructure of the Kandi and border area APMCs. These APMCs are economically very weak and they do not have sufficient funds.  Under RKVY, a sum of Rs.11.11 crores have been sanctioned for strengthening existing marketing infrastructure and   for the year 2008-09, a sum of Rs.10 crores sanctioned to undertake 
Agricultural Marketing Development Plan and a sum of Rs.5 crores to provide plastic crates to improve the marketability of fruits and vegetables.  The SLSC has approved in both the years a sum of Rs.26.11 crores for the purpose with a condition of 25% contribution from the Punjab Mandi Board. This works are in various stage of progress.  Nearly, 60% of the funds released have been utilized during February, 2009.  The work is in full swing and likely to be completed by March 2009 before the wheat arrival season.  The types of schemes undertaken under RKVY is as follows:

Development/Strengthening of agriculture marketing infrastructure in 32 markets


While developing and strengthening this marketing infrastructure the basic facility of auction plat form, cover shed, road and parking will be provided in these markets.  As these markets were previously deprived of this very basic minimum required infrastructure.  This will increase the arrival of agriculture produce in these markets which ultimately result in the increase in the income of APMCs and at the same time farmers will need not to go distant markets for selling their agriculture produce and as these facilities will be available at their door steps.

Plastic Crates


The Punjab Mandi Board has purchased two lakhs plastic crates for distribution to the fruit and vegetables growers at 50% subsidy.  The crates are being distributed to the farmers and entire distribution work will be completed by the 15th March, 09 approximately.  This will help the farmers for proper handling of delicate fruits and vegetables in the post harvest operation and during the transportation to the markets. There is a proposal to distribute 5 lakh plastic crates to the 50,000 fruits and vegetable growers in the state under RKVY.

Electronic Weighing Scales


For providing electronic weighing facilities with 10000 memory and thermal printer with weeper in the markets, Punjab Mandi Board is in the process of buying 2000 weighing scales which will be completed very shortly.  While adopting this technology the farmers of the state will be able to get the exact Weighment of their sellable agriculture produce in the markets and at the same time the facilities of 10000 memory and thermal printer will be available to the farmers as well as to the Mandi Board.

Maize Dryer


The Punjab Mandi Board has proposed to buy three maize dryers under this scheme, as the area under maize is increasing many folds in the previous years.  The maize crop mainly harvested in the month of July to September and at that time humidity percentage is very high in the production areas, which results in the increase in moisture percentage of the maize grains.  The maize grains with high percentage of moisture gets very low price in the market as compared with the dry maize grains.  Sun drying at season is not possible because of cloudy and rainy season.  Moreover this requires lot of horizontal pucca drying area for this purpose.  To overcome this problem Mandi Board is in the process of providing maize drying facility with introducing maize dryers in which bio fuel will be used.


Total project proposal of Punjab Mandi Board under RKVY is equivalent to Rs.48.57 crores.  The proposed subsidy is 21.11 crore, the received amount of subsidy is Rs.19.11 crores, funds utilized so far is equivalent to Rs. 25 crores, the approximate amount of funds which will be utilized by the end of 31st March, 09 is Rs.40 crores.

Mandi Centres visited in Ropar District

1. Strengthening of Purkhali Village Mandi Centre in, Ropar District


Purkhali is one of the focal points located in Siwalik area in Ropar District.  This centre is serving about 10-12 revenue villages to enable farmers to sell their produce like paddy and wheat in harvesting seasons.  Mandi centres are very weak in Siwalik belt of the state.  These mandi centres are known as focal points.  Therefore, the Purkhali focal points consists of 10 revenue villages for marketing the foodgrain  products in two seasons.  At the focal point level other facilities like veterinary, health, post office, cooperative societies are available in addition to mandi centres. Due to raising of height of nearby roads the mandi area particularly the auction platform  is under water as it is located in low lying area. Because of water logging the platform built earlier for grain marketing has been damaged. Therefore, this mandi centre has been taken up for strengthening the infrastructure under RKVY scheme.  The total cost of the project is Rs.18.35 lakhs. Auction Platform of (220 feet x 165 feet) 36300 sq.ft is to be strengthened. Surrounding roads/parking place is 21,980 Sq.ft. The height of platform is to be raised to prevent the water logging created by flow of water by raising the height of the nearby roads.  Roads and parking place surrounding the auction platform required to be strengthened. The platform has been completed. The surrounding roads and parking place construction is in nearly completion stage.  It will be ready by middle of March 2009.  

Benefits 


As a result of strengthening the marketing infrastructure, access to market to sell their produce is available near their village.  By this farmers belonging to  10-12 villages are benefited. 

 
The platform is only used three months in a year in marketing seasons.  In other times this platform is used for other purposed by the villagers for marriage, festivals, village meetings, etc.  Poor women from the village told us that they are using this platform for drying cowdung cake as they have no place near their house. This platform construction work has been completed nearly 100% and ready for use for coming wheat seasons.
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Purkhali Marketing Auction Platform in Ropar District

2. Strengthening of Ropar District Main Sabzi Mandi Centre


This Sabzi Mandi in Ropar District caters to the needs of fruits and vegetables growers in the district.  The platform was earthy and dusty and because of this there was no space to preserve fruits and vegetables and farmers were facing inconvenience for this.  That is why Punjab Mandi Board decided to build cement concrete proofing for the entire auction platform meant for fruits and vegetables.  The cost estimate for the project is Rs.42.22 lakhs.  The area to be built into cement concrete proofing is 54,875 sq.ft.  As it is a principle yard for vegetables and fruits, there is  a urgent need and demand to strengthen this infrastructure.  Nearly 60% of this work has been completed and the authorities assured that rest of the work will be completed by 31st March, 2009.  The platform will be ready by 1st April, 2009 for use of fruits and vegetable farmers.
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Strengthening of Principle Sabzi Mandi Centre in Ropar District

3. Strengthening of Rural Marketing Centre Principal Yard in Chamkur Sahib, Ropar District

This mandi centre used for foodgrain marketing is one of the largest principal rural market yard covers nearly 40-50 villages in Ropar District.  Since the main auction yard was earthy and dusty, it was decided to convert it to cement concrete proofing platform to be used  by the large number of farmers. The estimate cost of the project Rs.213.99 lakhs.  Area of platform is 230040 sq.ft. Central and Internal road and parking place to be constructed is about 132858 sq.ft. The work for this has started during November, 2008.  Nearly, 60% of the work has been completed by the middle of February, 2009.  It is expected that whole thing will be operational by 31st March, 2009.
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Foodgrain Auction Platform is under construction at Chamkur Sahib, Ropar District

4. Providing Plastic Crates for marketing to the Fruit and Vegetable Growers under RKVY


Under this scheme, Punjab Mandi Board has purchased 2 Lakhs plastic crates for distribution to the fruits and vegetable growers at 50% subsidy.  The cost of each plastic crate is about Rs.212 which means the farmers will get this plastic crate at the rate of Rs.106.  Each vegetable grower is provided 100 pieces of plastic crates which will accommodate nearly 30-40 kgs of fruits and vegetables.  The entire distribution work will be completed by 15th of March, 2009 as assured by the authorities.  This will help the farmers for proper handling of delicate fruits and vegetables in post harvest operation.  It will also help them in transportation of fruits and vegetables to the markets.  The discussions with the farmer revealed that the fruits and vegetables brought to the markets from their field is kept fresh, neat and clean and without any damage to the products. Many people demand for fresh fruits and vegetables.  The farmers expressed that as a result of use of plastic crates their sales of fruits and vegetables have increased and they have got increased income.  Farmers bring their produce directly to the markets and sell to the consumer there by eliminating the middle men.

Benefits

· The produce does not get spoiled.  The vegetables and fruits remain fresh.

· The rate of plastic crates is cheaper than the gunny bags.  The gunny bag gets spoiled quickly.

· Consumer prefers to take fruits and vegetables which is preserved in plastic containers.  

· The plastic crates will last for three years.
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Providing Plastic Crates to the farmers for marketing of fruits and vegetables in 

Mohali, Chandigarh
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II. Innovative Community Irrigation Project

Community Projects for conjunctive use of surface and sub-surface water for irrigation through Underground Pipeline System (UGPS) 

Need for the Scheme


There are a large number of areas in Punjab where there are limited sources of tubewells due to their agro-climatic and topographic conditions and farmers are dependent on other water sources for irrigating their fields.  To benefit more number of farmers from a single source of irrigation, community projects have been highly successful in these areas.


In south western district of the state (Mukatsar, Bhatinda, Mansal, Faridkot and Ferozepur), the ground water is brackish and irrigation is done with the surface water from the network of canal system with low pumping of ground water coupled with more water through canal water surface irrigation. The water table in these areas has risen and has caused problems of salt accumulation making large areas affected with salt.  The water logging and salinity/alkalinity has affected the agriculture production system. A successful intervention in these areas to control this problem is the use of surface water in conjunction with the ground water.


The shallow sweet water pockets have been developed along the canal systems.  These areas normally remain water logged with surface water added from canals.  The water from these pockets can easily be tapped and utilized in surrounding area in conjunction with ground water.  This will not only help in containing the water logging and salt accumulation but also help in covering more area under irrigation.  The areas which are far from these pockets and at a higher elevation need pumping and under ground conveyance system/distribution systems. 


In these districts, the water table is either very deep or brackish in nature and the area is solely dependent on canal system for irrigation. The tail end fields get less water under the existing system due to heavy conveyance losses.  Therefore, Underground Pipeline System (UGPs) is a viable option for conveying irrigation water to the tail-end fields for increasing conveyance efficiency.  The Community UGPS projects are proposed to increase conveyance efficiency so that the water reaches the tail-ends.

Community Projects for conjunctive use of surface and sub-surface water


Under the UGPS system, the water has to be carried through pipes to the fields which involve substantial cost and the individual farmers cannot afford to bear the cost.  An amount of Rs.339.70 lakhs has been utilized for construction of Community UGPS projects on subsidy @ 90%. The project beneficiaries contributed the rest 10% of the cost in labour form.

Objectives of the scheme

a) Conservation of irrigation water; b) Assured irrigation; c) Increased in yield / production; d) Land saving; and e) Control of salt-accumulation.

Progress of the scheme


Under RKVY nearly Rs.397 lakhs have been spent on 42 projects in Mukatsar, Ferozpur, Patiala, and Sangrur districts of the state. The total area benefited is about 2534 hectares belonging to 1342 number of beneficiaries.
Benefits

a) Conservation of irrigation water; b) Assured irrigation to 2534 hectares; c) Increase in yield / production by 25%; d) Control of salt-accumulation; e) Increase in land value by 10%; f) Farm land saving of 5%; g) Saving of labour and ; h)Socio-economic upliftment.
Accrued Value of Quantifiable Benefits

	S.No.
	Benefit
	Percentage Saving
	Unit Value of Benefit per ha. (Rs.)
	Area benefited (Ha.)
	Total Accrued Value of Benefit

 (Rs. In Lakhs)

	1.
	Increase in yield/production due to assured irrigation and control of salt-accumulation
	25%
	20,000
	2534
	506.80

	2.
	Increased production due to farm land saving
	5%
	2,000
	2534
	50.68

	3. 
	Increase in land value
	10%
	50,000
	2534
	1267.00

	Grand Total
	1824.48



Under the RKVY programme, Community UGPS projects are being constructed and managed through User Groups on a community basis. The community which comprises of small and marginal farmers contributes 10% of the cost and 90% of cost is borne under RKVY.

Projects visited in Mukatsar District


Many villages in Mukatsar district are affected with underground brackish water.  Canal network is available in the area but water does not reach the tail-ends.  The farmers of the area had given numerous requests to improve irrigation facilities in the area. RKVY projects have been very successful in improving the socio-economic condition of the farmers.  The following are a few examples:

1. Common UGPS Project at Lift Pump No.3 RD 430000/SF Village Waring Khera, Tehsil Malout, District Mukatsar:


Area under project: 37 hectares rainfed area; Cost of the project: Rs.18.28 lakhs (including 10% Beneficiary Share); Number of Beneficiaries: 33 Nos. (MF: 18, SF: 11, Others:4); Pipeline: 1550 m long, 600 mm Diameter.

Benefits


The farmers in the village told us about the benefits derived by them.  They are: a) Assured irrigation to 37 hectares rainfed area; b) Increase in yield and production by 25% or more in the benefited areas; c) Water saving by 30%; d) Increase of land value by more than 10%; e) Control of salt-accumulation; f) Saving of labour and energy costs.
2. Common UGPS Project at Lift Pump No.4RD 409395/SF Village Lohara, Tehsil Malout, District Mukatsar

Area under project: 220 hectares; Cost of the project: Rs.66.49 lakhs (including 10% Beneficiary share); Number of Beneficiaries: 58 Nos. (MF:5, SF: 7, Others:46); Pipeline: 4380 m long, 600 mm diameter.

Benefits


The farmers derived the benefits from the project are: a) Assured irrigation to 220 hectares rainfed area; b) Increase in yield and production by 25% or more in the benefited areas; c) Profitable crop cultivation of Cotton and Wheat; d) Water saving by 30%; e) Increase of land value by more than 10%; f) Control of salt-accumulation;               g) Saving of labour and energy costs.
3. Common UGPS Project Sh. Rajbir Singh S/o Kartar Singh Etc., village Kollianwali, Tehsil Malour, District Mukatsar


Area under project is 13.80 hectares; Cost of the project is Rs.13.51 lakhs (including 10% Beneficiary Share); Number of Beneficiaries are 8  (MF: 2, SF: 5, Others: 1); The length of Pipeline is 2500 m long, 350 mm Diameter.

Benefits


The benefits received from the project are: a) Assured irrigation to 13.80 hectares rainfed area; b) Increase in yield and production by 25% or more in the benefited areas; c) Water saving by 30%; d) Increase of land value by more than 10%; e) Control of salt-accumulation; and f) Saving of labour and energy costs.

III. Convergence- Setting Up of Integrated Farmer’s Training Centre at  Village Abdul Khurana, District Mukatsar under RKVY

Need for the Integrated Farmer’s Training Centre


Malwa belt of Punjab consisting of districts Ferozpur, Mukatsar, Faridkot, Mansa and Bhatinda are affected by  salt water as a result of which lot  of agriculture land to the extent of 1.25 lakh hectares have been wasted and farmers are not deriving any crop production from these lands.   In this backdrop, there is a need to diversify the agriculture and allied sectors for livelihood. Only fishery is the farming which can be introduced in this area. Besides, bee keeping, soil testing lab, diary development and fishery can be promoted for diversification of agriculture and allied activities. Keeping this view in mind  an Integrated Farmer’s Training Centre was set up in this region.  There was no training centre located nearby to attend to the training needs of these farmers in these districts and to promote diversification of agriculture.   


The total allocation of fund for this centre to set up the training centre is Rs.6.50 crores out of which Rs.5 crores were available under RKVY.  The building construction for the training centre has been completed. After the construction of building is over the respective allied sector departments like diary, fishery, soil conservation, horticulture will contribute to set up their equipments and staff for the purpose.  The training centre will be operational from April 2009.  The following are the components on which integrated training to the farmers at the centre will be imparted.  This is a good example of convergence of money and expertise of agriculture and allied sector departments to impart training to the farmers in this region.   The Integrated Farming Training Centre will have the following components with requisite infrastructure.

1. Bee Keeping Lab: This area is cotton area, less use of insecticides.  Bee keeping farming is more profitable for this area. So, training to the farmers is required.  This centre will help farmers to train in bee keeping.

2. Soil Testing Lab (Micro nutrients): Due to intensive crop area the soil of this area has deficient of micro nutrients.  So to provide these nutrients the soil should be tested in this land to identify  the deficient nutrients.  In this Malwa area (District Mukatsar) there is no this type of soil testing lab facility.  This will help farmer to increase the yield of crops.

3. Dairy Development Department: There was no any modernized high technology training centre in this area, though farmers had to go to Sardulgarh (District Mausa) to take this type of training.  This centre will cover the surrounding areas of District Mukatsar, Bathinda, Faridkot and Ferozpur.  Due to reduction in  agriculture land, the farmers had to diversify towards allied activities like dairy farming, fisheries, etc.  Today diary farming is a very profitable business.  This training centre will help farmer to increase their income.  The demonstration centre will help the farmer to make the products like paneer, Makhan at their own level and sell these products in the market at a higher cost.

4. Fishery Department: Due to reduction in agriculture area, because of salt water , high cost of production, farmer need to diversify agriculture activity to other allied activities like Diary, fishery, etc.  From all these activities fishery is most profitable farming in this area. In Punjab, there is no such centre for fishery in Malwa region.  So this centre “Integrated Farming Centre” will be very useful to farmers.  In Pathological lab, testing of salt water should be done and demonstration pond should provide necessary training for farmers about salt water fishery and encourage fish farming so that farmers can get more profit from the wasteland. 







