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The state was visited during 24 – 26 October 2010. A meeting was organized to discuss the status of preparations and to identify the potential areas for the development of agriculture and allied sectors in the state. The Director of Agriculture, Joint and Deputy Directors of the line Departments and also the District level officials participated in the meeting. It was told that, Mizoram become eligible under RKVY only from the current financial year, i.e. 2010-11 and the preparation of C-DAPs in the state is in progress. Out of the eight districts, six districts C-DAPs have been submitted. The C-DAPs for the remaining districts are in the final stage of preparation and it is planned to submit them in the month of November 2010. During the year 2008-09, the state received Rs. 80 lakh under the scheme for the purpose of preparation of C-DAPs; and the amount has been distributed to all the districts, i.e. Rs. 10 lakhs per district. Almost all the amount earmarked for the prupose has been utilized. A meeting was called to discuss the overall potential and capabilities of the state in the agriculture and allied sectors. Only the District Agriculture Officers (DAOs) attended the meeting while other sectoral officials were not called and the meeting was presided over by the Director of Agriculture.  All the District Agriculture Officers presented the progress, strength, weakness, other issues and problems associated with agriculture development in their respective districts. Some of the important observations of the monitoring visit and views of the officials are presented hereunder.

A. Status and Views about C-DAP 

The C-DAP preparation is entrusted to the District Agriculture Officers (DAOs).  Lack of adequate staff strength due to unfilled vacancies at the district level and below is a major hurdle in the process of planning as well as implementation of regular agriculture schemes. Under the existing circumstances, the preparation of C-DAPs has got delayed. However, all the districts have put in adequate efforts and attention to prepare the C-DAPs. They have taken care to analyze the potential, problems, issues, and challenges, and also suggested possible solutions to solve the problems triggered in the state. The state is planning to submit the SAP in the first week of December 2010, and to convene SLSC meeting in the month of January 2011. When the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture of Mizoram was met, he expressed his vision of bringing about food self-sufficiency for the state. The Minister shared the difficulties faced in importing of food and other commodities due to the badly affected transport and communication system. He made a vow and the dire need to usher in faster growth of agriculture sector. Under his able leadership, he promised to improve the production and productivity agriculture and agro-based activities.       

B. Potential for Development and Field Observations

i) The officials viewed that the state has enormous potential to develop horticulture crops, paddy, sugarcane and vegetables.

ii) Being a land-locked state, it is having the problems like transport and marketing limitations. The scattered nature of habitation’s locations with their far away distribution in different points of up and down streams, the cost of transport of agricultural commodities exceeds their cost of production. 

iii) Construction and establishment of new marketing infrastructures, as well as strengthening of the existing infrastructure are essential to boost the agriculture and allied sectors production and productivity.

iv) Identification and development of Agri-business and Agro- production and Processing Centers at different regions will help the farmers towards diversification of crops. 

v) Filling up of existing vacancies of the different sectors at various levels has to be given priority by the State Government. 

vi) Majority of the villages, where potentially conducive environment exists for the expansion and intensification of agriculture and allied sectors, suffer from poor connectivity to the main land which de-motivates the farmers. Focus on the development of improved connectivity is vital for the future of agriculture expansion. This should be explored through a process of convergence with MGNREGS and other central and state infrastructure schemes. 
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